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Abstract

The objective of this study is to underline the important role of needs for multicultural education in the formation
of middle and high school students’ cultural sensitivity for the sake of coping multicultural society. This study focuses
on how adolescents’ multicultural society recognition and education experiences shape and influence their cultural
sensitivity, with the mediating role of multicultural education needs perception. A survey 303 middle school students
and 236 high school students Daejeon was conducted. The results of this study as follows. First, high school
students’ open minded and social participation were significantly higher than those of middle school students, while
the latter multicultural education experience level was higher than the former. Second, it was found that multicultural
society recognition and education experiences have an indirect impact on cultural sensitivity mediating multicultural
education needs perception as well as have a direct effect. However, adolescents’ cultural sensitivity was shaped by
mediating role of multicultural education needs perception rather than by direct effect of multicultural society
recognition and education experiences. A major contribution of this research is the identification of the role of
multicultural education needs perception in fostering adolescents’ cultural sensitivity.
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Table 1.
Exploratory factor analysis for cultural sensitivity
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Aol

% of variance

Factors Factor loading (accumulated) Cronbach’ s o
Social participation
Global issue participation 785 26.56
Clobal issue involvement 753 (25.56) 788
Global issue responsibility 701
Clobal issue interest 646
Mature relationship 0147
Rational relationship 863 (47.98) 812
Ethical relationship 757
Open minded
Keep the middle way 763 19.41 668
Flexible thinking 738 (67.40)
Open to unfamiliar culture 537
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Table 2.
Exploratory factor analysis for multicultural education needs perception
Factors Factor loading % of variance (accumulated) Cronbach’s a
Multicultural education needs perception
National identity reinforce 835
Flexibility 815
Respect for other culture 772 53.28(53.28) 836
Self-identity reinforce 728
Needs recognition 711
chgoRl chEslmgo] Had oA Bl g & gl MIbES o BEOR s kil B k]
A AAlskr. oL Ad) efnls Bl ARl A e g e S me ol 7 gol th
DA, FEAT A, 20 ok Beks EEE S ol SRSt 20w i, skl 49 weu)
4of o Fo RYER TAH 5 chEstug BaK ASold /g ol Bk 02 e 1 dels
A SA TFeol ddAeR BEERlen, AFe E st M= 7le - 7MY, del, =rol, ARl ol
3 0.84%2 7 UEht Z1t UiA dedol 2=l Che 2102 Wbl S5 shle] 79 =0, Akg], o]
(Table 2) IR A FFo] U= 210 2 LpERT,
chslLg o] A4 4:¢lo] of ) AREAE £
Fo M= & - Ale oMY Wi dnbalataeqloll Al AAJstal
© AR UERT, thetalee] Hiek AR RE &
N. A7AD . RN
50 7 ohetell ik Ay HA, APEE 7
1. CHRStmSe| Quke Mol St 5 - nSsMel lm  BAIR SHelI, L ol AkeE ofelg
Table 304 Hi= viel o] thehalsof Ado] gt A WA S& SHBPA. Lgehye] - Tof
Adwha e T - e sHER vl £ Avke offel TR R A, 1A, e 7P wel SHskl
0}, % - nEskie] SaelN eSS ANsl  ue)] ARd mesAel cEstige] Aol Sof
Table 3.
Multicultural education practice in Korean middle and high school
Grade of school
Variables Dimensions Middle school High school
Frequency % Frequency %
Korean 35 11.6 14 59
Ethics 73 241 55 233
Courses Home economics 41 135 4 17
Social education 44 145 55 23.3
English 58 19.3 40 16.9
Regular curriculum 35 116 45 19.1
Class tvpe Class with native speaker 5 17 7 30
Rl Class by achievement level 0 0 2 8
Media equipped class 6 2.0 1 4
Conversational difficulty 16 53 4 17
Lack of system 6 20 3 13
Barriers Prejudice, discrimination 58 19.1 35 14.8
Lack of case study 10 33 24 10.2
Lack of effect 9 3.0 25 10.6
Regular courses 18 59 21 89
Perception improvement 67 221 42 17.8
Possible solutions Multicultural education 16 53 29 123
National system 4 1.3 9 38
Multicultural experience 3 1.0 8 34
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Table 4.
Differences in multicultural perception and cultural sensitivity between middle school students and high school students
Grade of school
Variables Dimensions Middle school (7 =303)  High school (1 =236) t
M SD M SD
Multicultural perception Mul'ticultural societ.y recogniﬁon 344 0.94 348 0.84 -0.66
Multicultural education experience 2.77 116 2.54 0.85 2.64*
Multicultural education needs perception 3.36 0.77 341 0.61 -.79
Social participation 3.14 0.75 328 0.64 -2.25*
Cultural sensitivity Mature relationship 345 0.76 3.52 0.62 -1.09
Open minded 3.30 0.68 345 0.55 -2.86™
*p<.05."p<.0L
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Mediating role of multicultural education needs perception on the relationship between multicultural perception and open

minded cultural sensitivity

Dependent Independent B Adjusted R? F
H1-1 Multicultural education Multicultural society recognition 377 163 53468+
Hi1-2 needs perception Multicultural educational experience .085* ’ ’
H2-1-1 Multicultural acceptance Multicultural society recognition 2377 073 20935+
H2-2-1 - open minded Multicultural educational experience .095* ' '
Model 1 Multicultural education needs perception  .459*** 209 143.067***

H3-1-1 Multicultural acceptance

H3-2-1 - open minded Model 2!

Multicultural education needs perception ~ .422***

215 74.543**

Multicultural society recognition .093*

Note. 'Excluded variable: Multicultural educational experience.

*p<.05."p<.01."p<.001

Table 6.

Mediating role of multicultural education needs perception on the relationship between multicultural perception and social

participation cultural sensitivity

Dependent Independent B Adjusted R? F
Hi-1 Multicultural education Multicultural society recognition 3775 163 53468
H1-2 needs perception Multicultural educational experience .085* ' '
H2-1-2 Multicultural acceptance Multicultural society recognition 273%** 092 28 164+
H2-2-2 - social participation Multicultural educational experience .088* ’ )
Model 1 Multicultural education needs perception ~ .499** 247 177 674

H3-1-2 Multicultural acceptance

Model 2!

Multicultural education needs perception ~ .452***

257 94.083***

H3-2-2 - social participation

Multicultural society recognition 116*

Note. ! Excluded variable: Multicultural educational experience.

*p<.05."p<.01."p<.001
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Table 7.

Mediating role of multicultural education needs perception on the relationship between multicultural perception and mature

relationship cultural sensitivity

Dependent Independent B Adjusted R? E
HI-1 Multicultural education Multicultural society recognition 3777 163 36.248%+*
H1-2 needs perception Multicultural educational experience .085* ' ’
H2-1-3 Multicultural acceptance Multicultural society recognition 356 ” 26245
H2-2-3 - mature relationship Multicultural educational experience -.064
Model1 Multicultural education needs perception 542 294 223.593***
‘ Model 2! Mulgcultural edt%catlon nee(?ls recognition .484*** 309 121510
H3-1-3 Multicultural acceptance Multicultural society recognition 146
H3-2-3 - mature relationship Multicultural education needs perception 494+
Model 3  Multicultural society recognition 170" 319 84.854™*
Multicultural educational experience -.106*
Note. ! Excluded variable: Multicultural educational experience.
*p<.05. % p<.01. " p<.001.
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